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WILLIAM HAYDOCK LUKE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
May this book stand as a  

MONUMENT 

to our noble heritage 

and to the courage and faith 

of this great man. 

 

May his progenitors 

bear proudly and honorably 

the LUKE name 

as he has done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TO HIM THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED 
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William Haydock Luke 
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ñTHESE WERE THEIR DWELLING PLACES AND 

THEIR GENEALOGICAL ENROLLMENTS.ò 

 é 1 Chronicles 4:33 



v 

 

LUKE FAMILY COAT OF ARMS  

(Information ñas near as we have 

been able to ascertainò) 

 

 Description:  A ñBullôsò Head attiredé ñWingsò addorsed.  (Attired is used when 

speaking of the horns, and ñAddorsedò meaning two óchargesô placed back to back; thus 

signifying family unity.)  The ñBullò (frequently used in Armorial Bearings) is styled by 

Armorists as a óCommon Chargeô.  óChargesô are always to be represented as moving or facing 

towards the left side of the Escutcheon.  óWingsô are always understood to be those of the eagle.  

The eagle is emblematical of fortitude and magnanimity. 

 

 LUKE name is derived from the Latin: Lucas.  Greek: Loukas.  Or belonging to Lucania, 

Grove Country, the name of the third Evangelist, St. Luke.  Both Lucas and the anglicized form 

Luke or Luck were commonly used in the Middle Ages.  The name is not found in England 

before the Norman Conquest (1066) and seems to have come into use in the 12
th
 Century.  Lucas, 

not Luke, was the early form of the name and was generally considered to be the more learned 

form.  There are many surnames formed from Luke, Lucas, e.g.: Lukes, Luck, Louk, Louck, 

Loukes, etc.  English, Luke; French, Luc; Italian, Luca; Spanish and Portuguese, Lucas; German, 

Lukas.  LUKE meaning: shining, glorious. 

 

 The name, LUKE, is found early in Glasgow, Scotland.  It is believed that the habitat of 

the Lukes was on the shores of Lochfyne and that they are an offshoot (descended of the 

surname) of the Lamonts. 

 

 The Lukes are also referred to as a óseptô of the Lamont Clan.  óSeptô (Webster) means: In 

the ancient and medieval civil organization of Ireland (Scotland), a tribe or clan under hereditary 

chief owing allegiance to a king or superior chief. 

 

The surname of Lamont or Lamond has always been accounted a surname of great 

antiquity and esteem.  The original home was all of lower Cowal, Argyleshire, Scotland.  All the 

annalists of Scotland history agree that the name Lamont or Lamond is derived from the Norse 

ñLagamadò or law man.  But despite this Norse derivation, the origin of the clan is said to be 

Dalriadic, and its founders came over to Scotland from Ireland, probably as early as A.D. 500 

 

 There is one peculiarity connected with the Lamonts, that although by no means a 

powerful clan, their genealogy can be proved by charters, at a time when most other Highland 

families are obliged to have recourse to tradition.  But their antiquity could not protect the 

Lamonts from the encroachments of the Campbells, by whom they were soon reduced to a small 

portion of their original Possessions in Lower Cowal.  It was for protection from such 

encroachments that many of the smaller, weaker clans banded together as shown by the lists of 

families and clans known as Septs of the Lamont Clan. 
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THE LAMONTS:  

 

 Chief:  Lamont of that ILK 

 Patronymic:  Mac Laomuinn 

 Clan Seat:  Ardlamont, Argyll; Castle Toward 

 Plant:  Crab Apple 

 Pipe Music:  Lamontôs Welcome 

 

 Edmund Burke profoundly remarks that ña man who is not proud of his ancestry will 

never leave after him anything for which his posterity may be proud of him.ò  As the honors of 

Heraldry have almost exclusively been the demands of GENIUS, VALOR, PATRIOTISM and 

INDUSTRY, they should be a continued stimulus to the descendants of those who bore them, to 

impart to the names additional luster, and to the symbols, the virtue and worth with which they 

are so largely imbued.
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FOREWORD 
 

 The ancestry of the WILLIAM HAYDOCK LUKE family is English, Swedish, and 

Danish. 

 

 It is interesting to know some of the characteristics of families as they have come down 

through the period of timeé past and present. 

 

 The early Luke progenitors had a great love for Truth.  They were a ñvery determinedò 

people in beliefs.  They had a great love for music.  They were aggressive and not afraid to work. 

 

 William Luke, Sr. showed his dominant will when he left his family, contrary to 

pleadings of his wife and family, to come to America seeking work.  Primarily, back of this 

determination was the thought to be nearer the Church to which he belonged. 

 

 William Luke, Jr. was a person who exhibited this same great determination.  He was 

somewhat proud and very aggressive in his work, both civic and religious. 

 

 William Haydock Luke was a man who loved music, education, and he desired his 

children to have the same.  He consistently taught his children the merits of hard work.  His great 

desire, as he expressed it, was to give to each of his children all the schooling he could.  A friend 

expressed the great driving force, which characterized his desires this way:  This gentleman was 

talking to Dr. Odeen Luke and Odeen expressed his regret that his father didnôt have more means 

to help his children.  The gentleman said, ñYou have a greater force back of you than money.  

Your parents have instilled in you, from birth, the great desire to succeed educationally and 

overcome any handicaps.ò  The gentleman then continued, ñMy father had plenty of money, but 

did not instill in me the great desire as your father has done to you.  As a result I have not taken 

advantage of my education as I should have.ò 

 

 Father William Luke was quick-tempered and Mother Anna was more thoughtful and 

considerate.  It was a family where love and good-will prevailed.  The Luke home was a home of 

devotion and love toward the Lord and all mankind.  This home life was begun in a city and then 

continued in the country.  These were people who loved to work and playé always trusting the 

Lord for guidance and protection. 

 

 The Lukes were known for their hospitality.  They were willing to share with others.  

When visitors came, the first question was: ñHave you had something to eat?ò 

 

 Living in a log house with but two rooms, and conveniences few, brought never a word 

of complaint.  Sleeping was done with three in a bed except for the little ones who slept in a 

trundle bed for safety. 

 

 The paramount ideal was to have an education of the Gospel and of society.  It was a 

constant struggle to find means to provide the necessities of home and the means to provide for 

an education.  The children would quarrel among themselves at times, but let someone injure one 

of the family and all would unite in defense. 

 

 They loved to swim in the river nearby and had time to go to the mountains for berries.  

The family loved sports of all kinds and also loved to sing together. 
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 The love of song has a great story for the Lukes.  When the children were in grade school 

under a Mr. Black, they had never thought that they could sing.  At the close of the school year, 

he had on his closing program a song by George and Cleo Luke.  The family was surprised and 

hesitated to accept the request as they were not sure that it would be enjoyable for those attending 

the meeting!  But practice they did and the song went over so big that from that time on the Lukes 

sang and sang.  Melvin was later introduced to a man from B.Y.U. and when he heard the name 

ñLukeò he asked, ñAre you a relative of the Lukes of Southern Utah?ò  The answer being in the 

affirmative, he said, ñThen you can sing!ò 

 

 So the family of William Haydock Luke has done a lot of singing and is still singing.  

Melvin, age 83 (1967), is still singing in the Ward choir and leading the music in Priesthood at 

Salem, Idaho. 

 

 There was always time for the Sabbath and to listen to the Ward Teachers.  These parents 

believed in teaching by example.  They took their children to Church instead of sending them.  

No work was done on the Sabbath, but all went to Sunday School and Sacrament meeting. 

 

 All of William Haydock Lukeôs children have gone through college and some have their 

Doctoral Degrees. 

 

 All of the children own their own homes, proving their ñinherentò will to work for what 

they have. 

 

 Religiously, they all are working for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

(L.D.S.).  All in all they have added to the real progress. 

 

 At this writing (May 1967), there are five children left, and they are trying to uphold the 

ideals of their posterity. 

 

 Their great desire is that the children of WILLIAM HAYDOCK LUKEôs children will 

carry on in the tradition of their ancestors. 

 

         éMelvin Luke 
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EARLY MANTI HISTORY  

 

Excerpts from W.H. Leverôs ñSANPETE & EMERY COUNTIES,ò printed 1898. 

 

 ñMANTI is pleasantly situated on the eastern side of Sanpete Valley, about the center of 

the county, 125 miles south from Salt Lake City, and surrounded by broad, fertile fields.  The 

altitude is a little over 5,000 feet, the climate very mild, seldom below zero in winter and never 

above 100 degrees in August, and the location so protected by mountain ranges as to be 

perpetually free from cyclones, hurricanes and destructive storms of the elements of an 

overcharged electrified atmosphere.  The site stands upon an alluvial cone overlooking the 

winding river, the rolling harvest fields and the great expanse of tillable area to the north and the 

south, commanding a view for many miles in either direction.  No more suitable spot could have 

been selected by the pioneers to found this primitive city of central Utah. 

 

 June 14, 1849, a delegation of Ute Indians, under Chief Walker, appeared in Salt Lake 

City and requested colonists for Sanpitch Valley, to teach the natives how to build homes and till 

the soil.ò  An exploring party was sent to the area. 

 

 ñOn the evening of November 20, 1849, the little band of noble sons and daughters 

camped on the banks of the clear mountain stream, now rushing through the center of this city, 

and calmly yet resolutely surveyed the bleak, uninviting desert, out of which they expected to 

carve homes for themselves and children.  The anticipations were certainly anything but pleasant, 

for the colonists were in the midst of an overwhelming host of Indians, who stood ready, on the 

slightest provocation, to massacre every man, woman and child and blot out all indications of 

civilization before even a furrow was turned to make an irrigating ditch.  Winter was coming on 

and houses could not be constructed before the forests were sealed in the embraces of deep, 

impenetrable snow banks; the food supply was very limited, with no prospect of any aid except 

from Salt Lake City, and the icebound walls of Salt Creek canyon would soon be locked against 

the ox trains, their only means of transportation. 

 

 One member looked about him to the north and the south and discouragingly remarked: 

óThis valley is only a long, narrow canyon, and not even a jackrabbit can exist on its desert soil.ô 

 

 The entire valley was covered with a dense growth of sagebrush, which had to be cleared 

and burned before the fields could be prepared for irrigation and cultivation.  It was necessary for 

ditches to be constructed to carry the water from city creek to the several fields and for some time 

there was only one team able to draw a plow through the native desert. 

 

 Temporary houses made of wagon boxes, comprised the town.  In a few days the snow 

began falling and continued almost incessantly until the ground was covered to a depth of three 

feet or more, and the colony changed quarters to the south side of Temple Hill, where some 

families had dugouts, others tents, and some their wagon boxes. 

 

 That winter was most severe and the snow fell to a greater depth than ever was known to 

the Indians, and the equal has never since been recorded.  Men and boys were engaged almost 

daily in shoveling snow in windrows to bare the grass and furnish shelter and food for the 

starving cattle.  Even the horns of cows and oxen were sharpened by filing, to give them better 

means of defense in fighting wild animals, and enable them to break through the crust of the 

frozen snow in search of the dry grass.ò  By the following June, they had last half of their 

ñoriginal two hundred and forty head of cattleò because of the harsh climate. 
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 That spring, ñthe peaceful colonists were startled by a continuous hissing and rattling of 

myriads of rattlesnakes that made a simultaneous attack upon the habitations, wriggling and 

writhing about in the boxes, beds, cupboards and everywhere they could get inside the homes of 

the settlers.  A general warfare was inaugurated by the aid of pine-knot torches, and many 

hundreds of the reptiles were killed, nearly five hundred being slaughtered in one night.  The 

strangest thing connected with the raid of these deadly serpents was that not one person was 

bitten, though the coiled enemies were everywhere present, in threatening attitudes, frightening 

men, women and children on every hand. 

 

 About July 1
st
, Chief Walker and a band of 700 warriors of the Sanpitch Indians, with 

their squaws and papooses, returned from a successful foraging expedition against the Shoshones 

and camped in a semi-circle óround the colonists, remaining during the year.  They proudly 

exhibited their trophies of war, held frequent scalp dances and forced the squaws and children 

prisoners to dance with the scalps of their kindred attached to poles, being significant of 

humbleness.  While thus being amused, Chief Walker and his leading men would tantalize the 

colonists and threaten to treat them in a similar manner.  These fiendish orgies would be kept up 

all night long, while the small colony of white people slept not knowing but that they would never 

awaken. 

 

 President Brigham Young visited the colony in August 1850, and christened the town 

Manti, in honor of one of the notable cities mentioned in the Book of Mormon, and the county he 

called Sanpete, after the Indian tribe then inhabiting this section, the chief of whom was Sanpitch.  

The Legislature recognized the value of a city organization for Manti, and in February 1851, a bill 

was passed and approved by the Governor incorporating the city. 

 

 A small log schoolhouse was erectedé giving the children the best opportunities for 

obtaining an education that the primitive colonists could afford.  A small grist mill was erected in 

the canyoné the only mill in use previous to this was a mammoth coffee grinder, which was 

passed about from house to house as needed.ò 

 

 During this season, the people left their camp under Temple Hill and moved to their city 

lotsé the city comprising of ten square miles. 

 

 The Indians, under Chief Walker, continually gave indications of a desire to stir up 

troubleé ñthey harassed the colonists by constant raids made upon the horses and cattleé 

driving them into the mountains.ò  With their sudden wild yelling and whooping, they would 

make surprise attacks on small groups of travelers, killing and foraging in a most savage manner.  

Slaughter and depredating the colonists in such a manner that it finally became necessary for 

everyone to settle in the area together for better protection. 

 

 Thus the entire population of Sanpete evacuated to Manti.  ñAll parties engaged in wood 

hauling, herding and other outside work were armed and consisted of a dozen or more men, one-

half standing guard while the others worked.  Added protection was given by the building of a 

fort, which had been constructed that year.  Each man having a certain portion to erect according 

to his ability to perform the labor required. 

 

 A guard was kept at the little mill near the mouth of the canyon to prevent an attack from 

Indians until sufficient flour could be made for their winter supply.  But the Indians attacked, 

killing all who were there and burned the mill.ò 
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 It was also at this time that William Luke, Sr. was killed in the Big Springs Massacre (see 

Chapter 2). 

 

 ñFor many years the history of Manti was practically a record of the county, for the early 

settlements had to be abandoned on account of Indian troubles and this city became a place of 

refuge for colonists driven from their homes by their savage foes. 

 

 In 1853, the first city census showed a population of 647, with 118 in the rest of Sanpete 

County.  This little band of hardy pioneers battled Indians and grasshoppers and cared for visitors 

from Salt Lake City and militia men from the north who tendered their services to guard the 

homes and herds of the settlers while they gathered their crops and hauled sufficient wood for 

winter.  A regular military organization was kept in readiness to repel Indian attacks and daily 

details were made by the commanding officer for sentinels at important points. 

 

 The commercial interests began by co-operation in early days, and the organization of the 

Co-op store, sheep herding association, cow herding company and similar co-operative 

endeavors.  Grain and produce was hauled to Salt Lake City and the mining towns of southern 

Utah and eastern Nevada.  Teams would make the trip to Salt Lake City loaded with the products 

of this city and return with merchandise.  Much of the business was done on a script or due bill 

plan, the stores issuing orders payable in merchandise for labor and produce purchased.ò 

 

 When Chief Walker died at Meadow Creek on Jan. 20, 1855, the ñWalker Warò subsided 

somewhat.  ñArropine, who had begun the work of exterminating the white men, became chief of 

Walkerôs band, and made a treaty of peace.  He professed much love for the Mormon people, and, 

as an evidence of his friendship, deeded the entire county to Brigham Young, trustee in trust for 

the church.  A copy of this remarkable document, as found recorded in óBook Bo, Church 

Transferô is hereto appended. 

 

 óBe it known by these presents, that I, Siegnerouch (Arropine), of Manti City, in the 

county of Sanpete, and Territory of Utah, for and in consideration of the good will which I have 

to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, give and convey unto Brigham Young, trustee 

in trust for said church, his successors in office, all my claim to and ownership of the following 

described property, to-wit: The portion of land and country known as Sanpete county, together 

with all material and timber on the same, valued $155,000; ten horses, valued $500; four cows, 

$120; one bull, $40; farming tools valued at $10; in all $155,765, together with all the rights, 

privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging or appertaining.  I also covenant and agree that 

I am the lawful claimant and owner of said property, and will warrant and forever defend the 

same unto the said trustee in trust, his successors in office and assigns, etc. 

 

ñSIEGNEROUCH (ARROPINE)   X (HIS MARK) 

Witness: George Show, R. Wilson Glenn, John Patten.ò 

 

 However, ñIndian treachery is proverbial, and the insincerity of the redmen was fully 

illustrated in their failure to keep the treaty made by Arropine, on the death of Walker.  The 

warriors continued their depredations, especially on unarmed travelers, whom they met in lonely 

canyons, found hunting or herding in the isolated foothills.  Even Arropine and his braves 

remained sullen and often made threats of an outbreak if more beef and biscuits were not 

furnished immediately.  The settlers soon learned that the transfer of the county because of good 

will and friendship would cost them the total value with much more added for interest, to keep the 

Indians clothed and fed to maintain peace. 
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 In March, 1865, the Indians camped around Manti began to be very quarrelsome and 

insulting when in the presence of the colonists, and many threats were made indicating the desire 

for some pretext for war.  One particular instance over stolen cattle proved sufficient provocation 

for declaring open hostilities, and Chief Black Hawk hurriedly assembled his warriors for a 

conflict.  The people were now thoroughly aroused and determined upon waging an 

uncompromising warfare against the treacherous redskins.ò  Thus began the Black Hawk War. 

 

 When the people of Utah and Salt Lake counties learned the real condition of their 

friends in the south, preparations were made for reinforcing the military power against Chief 

Black Hawk and his warriors.ò 

 

 éa final peace treaty was finally consummated at Mount Pleasant, September 7, 1872. 

 

 ñIn 1865 and the following year, the grasshoppers came in such numbers as to almost 

destroy all the growing crops, causing hunger and privation in many homes.  They entered the 

fields and gardens and greedily devoured every species of vegetation except a wild spinach or 

ópig weedô that sprang up at the foot of Temple Hill.  The women and children would collect 

these weeds and cook them for food.  The chickens and turkeys were turned loose to devour the 

pests, and every man and boy able to drive the hoppers was pressed into service.  After much 

tribulation, the insects were forced into ditches and burned.ò 

 

 On April 24, 1877, the site for the Manti Temple was dedicated.  All of the labor was 

donated by the citizensé and took eleven years to erect. 

 

 Manti, of Sanpete, is agricultural countryé and along with its county neighbors... ñjustly 

and indisputably is entitled to the name given by that honored western pioneer, Pres. Brigham 

Young, óThe Granary of Utah.ôò 
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Melvin Luke 

 

Home of William Luke, Jr., Manti, Utah 

 



xiv 

 

  
Isabelle and Melvin Luke 

 

First Home, Manti, Utah 
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BRIEF EARLY HISTORY OF JUNCTION, UTAH  

 

 After the close of the Black Hawk Indian War, the valleys on the upper Sevier River 

remained unoccupied by white people for several years but, in the early 1870ôs, a number of non-

Mormons came in and located several ranches on different points along the Sevier River and its 

tributaries.  Soon after, Latter-day Saint settlers also began to arrive and immediately began 

farming. 

 

 In about 1879 a dozen such families had located in and near the present location of the 

town of Junction.  At a meeting held November 8, 1880, in the City Creek Schoolhouse (City 

Creek being the original name of the present town of Junction), the Saints in that locality were 

organized as a branch of the Church.  In 1883 public meetings were commenced both at West 

Junction and at East Junction.  Finally, it was agreed that the settlers on the east side of the river 

who had moved down from old Kingston to Circle Valley should unite with the Kingston Branch 

and it became known as the East Junction Branch in the Garfield Stake. 

 

 On March 29, 1887, the Kingston Ward was dissolved and two new wards, namely 

Circleville and West Junction, were created instead. 

 

 The main employment for many years was at the Alunite Mill and Deer Trail mines and, 

at present, the uranium mines at Marysvale, Utah.  The early pioneers believed in working and 

doing for themselves and set up the following businesses:  barber shop, drug store, harness shop, 

blacksmith shop, three hotels, sewing shop and implement shop, printing press and local paper, a 

social dance hall and a camp house with feed lot. 

 

 According to mining records, Brigham Young, Sr. and other pioneers were in this area as 

early as June 1, 1869.  Junction was made the county seat in 1882.  At a mass meeting of the 

citizens of Junction, held in the courthouse in Junction, Utah, on March 29, 1913, it was 

determined to petition the county commissioners to grant them a town incorporation. 

 

 David O. McKay, President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, once 

made his home there and is considered the father of the Piute County Potato Growers 

Association.  Idaho Russet potato crops grow in abundance in this Piute County. 

 

 Many beautiful trees were planted to make this little town commonly called, ñthat pretty, 

shady town in Utahò.  

 

 

(Taken in part from ñJunction Ward, 1965ò booklet) 
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Homestead ï Junction, UT 

Back L to R: Hazel, Jesse, Odeen, Cleo, Lorenzo, Ottosen, Anne, William 

Front: Orral, Belle, Armond 

 

  
ñRemodeledò Junction Ward Chapel


